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            We support countries to implement principles that conserve biodiversity, benefit local communities and enable them to diversify their export base through sustainable trade.
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	What is BioTrade and why it matters
	
	Biodiversity is the natural capital base for a sustainable economy. The conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable use and trade of biodiversity-derived products and services can provide countries valuable opportunities for economic development and improvement of livelihoods.


	To capture this opportunity, in 1996 UNCTAD launched the BioTrade Initiative to support the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Since then, the Initiative has developed a unique portfolio of global, regional and country programmes as well as a network of partners and practitioners.


	BioTrade is when a product or service sourced from biodiversity is commercialized and traded in a way that respects people and nature.


	The BioTrade Principles and Criteria developed by UNCTAD is a set of guidelines for businesses, governments and civil society wishing to support the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, as well as the fair and equitable sharing of benefits through trade. Today they are implemented and fostered by government organizations, business associations, NGOs, and companies in nearly 100 countries.


	BioTrade has been considered in the processes of international agreements such as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

	
	Our mandate
	
	UNCTAD has a mandate to work on sustainable trade and biodiversity.


		In 1996, the BioTrade Initiative was launched as the UNCTAD response to implementing the 1992 Earth Summit’s Agenda 21, the blueprint for sustainable development action into the twenty-first century.

		 
	In 2000, at the UNCTAD 10 Conference, Member States granted a mandate to support developing countries in strengthening their capacity to design and implement mutually supportive trade and biodiversity policies and measures at all levels.

		 
	In 2016, the UNCTAD 14 Conference requested UNCTAD to “Promote sustainable trade in biodiversity products and services to strengthen the sustainability of biodiversity and foster sustainable growth, in close cooperation with other relevant agencies where appropriate;” (the Nairobi Maafikiano, (para. 76 (q)).

BioTrade was intended to serve as the platform through which UNCTAD would contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, especially SDG 15: Life on land.


		In 2021, this mandate was expanded at the UNCTAD 15 Conference which noted that biodiversity loss and environmental degradation have become key challenges for sustainable development (the Bridgetown Covenant (para. 65; 73 and 127 (II)).

The UNCTAD BioTrade Initiative currently supports governments in achieving their commitments related to multilateral environmental agreements such as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).


	The conceptual framework guiding BioTrade interventions on the ground, the BioTrade Principles and Criteria, were updated in 2020 to be more closely aligned with key multilateral environmental agreements, notably CBD and CITES.

	
	BioTrade around the world
	
	BioTrade is being implemented in approximately 100 countries.


	
	 


	
	

	


	 

	

	



      
  


      

    
          
        


    
    
        
            


 



      
  




    
    
        
            















      
  


      

    
  

  

          
        


    
    
        
            


BioTrade Principles and Criteria



      
  


      

    
          
        


    
    
        
            


Trade in biodiversity-based products



      
  


      

    
          
        


    
    
        
            


BioTrade Knowledge Sharing and Self-Assessment Tool



      
  


      

    
          
        


    
    
        
            


Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework



      
  


      

    
  

  

          
        


    
      Featured podcast

    
        
      
      

      Ecosystems in peril: Why our future depends on protecting biodiversity

      As the United Nations releases a major report on climate change, this episode of The Weekly Tradecast talks about the critical importance of biodiversity with UNCTAD economist Lorena Jaramillo.
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Promoting sustainable trade as a safety net for marine wildlife
UNCTAD and its partners promote trade in line with environmental, social and economic sustainability criteria as a nature-based solution to the biodiversity crisis.

25 Nov 2022


 


    

      
        
  




New UNCTAD tool tracks global trade in biodiversity products
The database will enable policymakers and other stakeholders to accelerate progress towards combating biodiversity loss, which has put 1 million species at risk of extinction.

23 Sep 2022


 


    

      
        
  




Study shows COVID-19 effects on trade in biodiversity products 
The pandemic has posed challenges but also created opportunities for workers and businesses producing and selling biodiversity-based goods and services.

18 May 2022


 


    

  


    

  
              


      





      


    

  

  

          
        


    
    
        
             







Subscribe to BioTrade e-update  






















        


    
    
        
             


Visit our Knowledge Sharing Platform
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            Voluntary Sustainability Standards and BioTrade: Is there a connection?
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          7th BioTrade Congress: Global governance for trade and biodiversity

          25 Mar 2024
 - 26 Mar 2024
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          UNEA-6 Side-event – Sustainable consumption for biodiversity: Unleashing the power of GBF targets 15 and 16

          27 Feb 2024
 - 27 Feb 2024



                                
                          
                      

        

      

      


     
  

  
    
      
                  
                                          
                                    

                
          UNEA-6 Side-event – Seaweed as a nature-based solution to tackle the triple planetary crisis: Climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution

          26 Feb 2024
 - 26 Feb 2024
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          Second meeting of the Informal Working Group on trade and biodiversity statistics

          7 Feb 2024
 - 7 Feb 2024
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                      Voluntary Sustainability Standards and BioTrade: Is there a connection?
          


UNCTAD/TCS/DITC/INF/2023/8 - 02 Nov 2023
	English


    
    
    
      

    

  

    
                      The Trade and Biodiversity product classification
          Measuring trade in products with a biological origin


UNCTAD/DITC/TED/2023/4 - 24 Jul 2023
	English


    
    
    
      

    

  

    
                      Report of the VI BioTrade Congress: Trade and biodiversity for a positive future
          


UNCTAD/DITC/TED/2023/3 - 28 Jun 2023
	English


    
    
    
      

    

  

    
                      Blue BioTrade in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: Developing value for the sustainable trade and production of queen conch in the Eastern Caribbean
          Country case study


UNCTAD/TCS/DITC/INF/2022/8 - 18 Oct 2022
	English


    
    
    
      

    

  

    
                      Blue BioTrade in Grenada: Developing value for the sustainable trade and production of queen conch in the Eastern Caribbean
          Country case study


UNCTAD/TCS/DITC/INF/2022/4 - 13 May 2022
	English
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